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Deal with one of the three following subjects:

First subject:
" Memory is in its essence a biological act. **

1- Explain this judgment of "Ribot™ about the nature of memory

and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)

2- Discuss this judgment in the light of other theories that you know. (7 pts)
3- Does forgetting, in your opinion, play a positive role?

Justify your answer. (4 pts)

Second subject:
"Well observed facts are more valuable than all the hypotheses of the world".

1- Explain this idea of "Magendie", and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss this statement by showing the fundamental role of the

hypothesis in the experimental process. (7 pts)
3- In your opinion, is every hypothesis verifiable ? Justify your answer. (4 pts)

Third subject: Text

"Man, who by his work does not satisfy his basic needs, loses the sense and the
consciousness of universality. And since his activity declines to the level of an
animalistic vital activity, instead of reflecting human thought and revealing the essence of
man, he ceases to identify with the human species and becomes isolated in the
particularity of his biological existence. The animal is, immediately, the same as its vital
activity. It is not distinguished from it. It is this activity itself, whereas man makes of his
vital activity the object of his will and his consciousness. He has a vital conscious
activity..., which distinguishes him, immediately, from the animal's vital activity. Only
then, his activity is a free one. The alienated work reverses this relationship, and this
means that man, being a conscious essence, makes of his vital activity and of his essence
a simple means for his existence. The alienated work destroys, finally, social cohesion by
opposing the non-proprietor against the proprietor. When man behaves towards the
product of his work and towards his objectified work as he does towards a strange object,
which is hostile, powerful and independent of him, this means that there is another
strange, powerful, and independent man, who dominates that object. When man finds
himself facing his proper activity, in a situation of slavery, then this activity will be in the

service, and under the domination, the constraint and the yoke of another man..."
Henri Arvon, The Philosophy of Work, PUF

1- Explain this text and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss the ideas of the text by showing that the alienated work may
cease, or diminish, with the progress of the means of the production. (7 pts)

3- Do you think that if man can dispense from work, he will be more
free and happier? Justify your answer. (4 pts)
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