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Deal with one of the following subjects : 

 
First subject :    

"Language is the source of all intelligent thinking". 

 

1-  Explain Condillac's statement and state the problematic it raises.         (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss this opinion by showing that language is created by thought.      (7 pts) 

3-  Do you believe that there is animal language in the strict sense of  

           the word? Justify your answer.              (4 pts) 

 

Second subject :  

Man is condemned to work:  work is a necessity to live as it is  a punishment for man. 

 

1-  Explain this statement  and state the problematic it raises.            (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss this statement in the light of other conceptions which deal with the value of work . (7 pts)  

      3-  Do you think that technical progress leads to a  devaluation of work ? 

           Justify your answer.              (4 pts) 

                                               

 

Third subject : Text          

"I do not see in every animal but an ingenious machine which was given senses by nature to 

reinforce and protect itself, to a certain extent, from all what may lead to its destruction or 

disruption. I notice precisely the same things in the human machine which differs only in that 

nature alone carries out all the animal’s functions, whereas man contributes to his functions as a 

free agent. The one chooses or rejects by instinct, the other does so by an act of freedom; it 

follows from this that the animal cannot deviate from the rule prescribed to it, even when it is for 

its advantage to do so, and that man often deviates from such a rule causing detriment to himself. 

Thus a pigeon dies of hunger near a basin full of the best meat, and a cat dies on a heap of fruits 

or grains, although each one could have nourished itself from the food it disdains if it dared to 

try. It is in this way that corrupted  people surrender to excesses leading them to fever and death, 

because the mind depraves the senses and the will also speaks when nature is silent." 

J.-J. ROUSSEAU. 

 

1-  Explain this text of "Rousseau" and state the problematic it raises.              (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss the ideas of the text in the light of other conceptions  which  

     consider that real freedom   cannot be a source of evil for man.         (7 pts) 

3- Do you think that abiding by the law contradicts freedom?                   (4 pts) 
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