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Deal with one of the following subjects: 

 
 First subject: 

Man’s tendencies are responses to external stimuli, and not internal forces 

that cannot be observed. 

1-  Explain this opinion and state the problematic it raises.          (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss this opinion in the light of the other theories about the nature of tendencies.    (7 pts) 

3-  Do you think that following our tendencies is enough to make our choices succeed ? 

Justify your answer.             (4 pts) 

 
 Second subject:                                                                                                 

"History doesn’t submit to the definition of science, it is not verifiable by  

experimentation and it does not lead to laws that permit prevision".  

1-  Explain this statement of Halkin and state the problematic it raises.        (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss this statement  in the light of  the opinions which  claim that history is a science.   (7 pts) 

3-  In your opinion,  is there a benefit from studying History?  

            Justify your answer.                                                        (4 pts) 

 
 Third subject: Text   

“… In order …to live as happily as possible during this time, I formulated a provisional 

code of morals, which consisted of but three or four maxims, which I very much want to 

share with you. 

The first was to obey the laws and the customs of my country, constantly holding on to 

the religion in which, by God’s grace, I had been instructed from my childhood, and 

governing myself in everything else according to the most moderate opinions and those 

furthest from excess , opinions that were commonly accepted in practice by the most 

judicious of those with whom I would have to live… 

My second maxim was to be as firm and resolute in my actions as I could, and to 

follow the most doubtful opinions, once I had decided on them, with no less constancy 

than if they had been very well assured… 

My third maxim was always to try to conquer myself, and to change my desires rather 

than the order of the world… 

Finally, to conclude this code of morals, I took it upon myself to review the various 

occupations that men have in this life, in order to try to choose the best one, and, not 

wanting to say anything about the occupations of others, I thought I could not do better 

than to continue in that very one in which I found myself, that is to say, spending my 

whole life cultivating my reason and advancing, as far as I could, in the knowledge of the 

truth, following the method I had prescribed to myself…” 

                                                                              Descartes. 

 

1- Explain this text and state the problematic it raises.             (9 pts) 

2- Discuss the ideas of the text in light of other theories that deal with the Good and the Values.     (7 pts) 

3- Do you think it is possible to find a final solution to any moral problem? 

    Justify your answer.                (4 pts) 
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