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Population Education Project
Reproductive health & gender in schools
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Educational Center for Research and Development
(ECRD), Ministry of Education and Higher Education.

Advocacy to gain support of officials and decision-
makers in the education sector for the integration
of population education, including gender and
reproductive health issues in school curricula and
extra-curricular activities.

1+ Advocacy: It aims at lobbying and sensitizing
decision-makers and other opinion leaders at various
levels on the importance of creating awareness among
youth on reproductive health and gender issues in
schools. It encourages them to make decisions that will
enable the provision of information and the integration
of their related concepts in school curricula and extra-
curricular activities. It will also urge them to give technical
and financial supports and coordinate their efforts
to ensure the appropriate environment for supportive
policies.

2+ Building and Using Knowledge Base: The project
requires as well conducting a number of studies and
research works that provide basic data essential for
guiding the project and basing it on specific scientific
evidence.

3+ Promoting Partnership and Cooperation: This
strategy aims at identifying national partners at all levels
and promoting and reinforcing fruitful cooperation and
coordination. These partners include the Directorate
General of Education and related departments at the
Ministry of Education and Higher Education, the
Educational Inspection, various educational institutes,
the academic sector, parents associations in schools,
UNFPA supported projects, the media, etc.
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Project Activities:

These fall under the above strategies as follows:

1+ Data collection, through conducting surveys among which the following four:
a. Past experiences in population education in schools
b. Opinion survey among parents to assess their views and attitudes
vis-a-vis reproductive health and gender issues
¢. Survey to assess the needs and attitudes of teachers in reproductive
health and gender issues (a qualitative and quantitative survey)
d. Content analysis of books to assess their inclusion of population,
reproductive health and gender issues.

2+ Develop capacities of people working in the school domain: Organize
training sessions designed for school health coordinators and supervisors,
parents associations, school principals, as well as specialists from ECRD.

3+ Advocacy: Develop working framework to gain the support of decision-
makers, and endeavor to produce a special package targeting them.

...............

4~ Networking and partnership: The project relies on networking and benefiting
from previous experiences in population education, reproductive health and
gender through cooperating with the “Information, Education, Communication in
support of reproductive health at community level” and the “Population and
Development Strategies” projects both run by the Ministry of Social Affairs. It
also networks with the Directorate General of Education and endeavors to
establish partnership with various education offices, Education Inspection,
parents associations and all other bodies concerned with the education sector.

5¢ Create and develop a life-skills based reproductive health education
curriculum from a gender perspective. Such curriculum aims at developing
students’ life skills, helping them make the right decisions and adopting sound
behaviors that protect their own health and the health of their communities.
The curriculum will be developed in a national consultative participatory manner
and will have to be adopted at national level. The curriculum will also adopt a
cultural sensitive aproach.

6° Production of educational materials on reproductive health issues that
help school educators (teachers, health, couselors, etc.) reinforce their own
educational efforts in the reproductive health field.

..............
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