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Teaching Composition in the Elementary Stage
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TEACHING COMPOSITION The questions might take the following form:

IN THE
ELEMENTARY STAGE

This article is directed towards elementary school-
teachers. It is aimed at giving them some guidance in tea-
ching composition to elementary school children. The latter
are supposed to have had three years of learning English
as a foreign language. It is also taken for granted that they
have had full oral preparation before they put pencil to
paper.

We probably know that teaching composition in a
foreign language is different from teaching it in the native
tongue. In the former case, the main concern is to drill the
students on how to develop the basic sentence patterns of
English, and how to connect and handle them correctly.
Later, they extend this knowledge to cover dealing with
longer stretches of speech. This requires training in the use
of function words like: to, in, and, but etc.. In fact these
words are so important that knowing how to use them pro-
perly takes the student a long way towards writing good
composition pieces.

Suppose we are now faced with teching fourth graders
how to write a simple descriptive composition on the topic:
«At the Swimming Pool». Our procedure may take the
following steps:

1. Posing Introductory Questions. This step in-
volves questions that help the student discover the topic.
They may run as follows:

a) Do you stay home at the week-end?

b) Where do you spend the week-end then? etc.

These questions should lead to the topic of discussion:
«At the Swimming Pool». In answer to them, a student
might say that he spends the week-end at the beach, another
might say that he stays at the river-side and another might
say in the mountains. We keep asking such leading questions
until we get someone to say: «I spend the week-end at the
swimming pool». Here the introductory questions end and
the procedure moves to the next step.

2. Picture-questions. Now we place a picture related to
the topic on the flannel-or chalk-board and start asking
questions based on it.

a) Is the weather fine?

b) Where are Samir and Hadia?

¢) Is the water cold or warm?

d) Where is Hadia?

¢) Is she a good or bad swimmer?

/) What is Samir doing?

g) What do Samir and Hadia like to play with?
h) Where do they throw the ball?

1) Where do they like to sit then?

When the teacher sees that the students can answer
the questions orally and correctly, he moves to step three.

3. Setting up questions and answers.

Guiding Questions Answers

a) Is the weather fine? (Yes), the weather —— fine.
b) Where are Samir and
Hadia? They —— at the —
c) Is the water cold or
warm ? The water —
d) Where is Hadia? Hadia in the ——.
e) Is she a good or bad
swimmer ? She a good .
f) What is Samir doing? He —— - into the
g) What do Samir and They to with the
Hadia like to play with? —
h) Where do they throw the
ball ? They it into the
1) Where do they like to sit  They —— to in the
then? —

The spaces left in the answers above belong mainly to
verbs and thus drill the students on the correct use of these
verbs. Once these spaces are properly filled in, the topic
will be considered complete.

4. Asking the Questions again. In step four the teacher
asks the questions again and instructs the students to respond
to them in writing the answers in their note-books. Then
the teacher checks the individual answers and corrects any
errors made on the spot. After that, he asks the students
to re-write the topic in full.

The higher up the elementary ladder we go, the less
is the need for providing the students with answers to the
guiding questions. In the fifth grade, the student is expected
to be able to answer the guiding questions on his own and
thus develop the topic for himself.

Finally, it needs saying that the suggested method of
teaching composition in the primary stage, is one of the
many methods of teaching composition. No doubt, the
teacher can use his discretion in teaching composition to
his students.

Dr. Hani Kheireddine
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