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«On mesurera micux, aprés les avoir rappelces, 'importan-
ce et les lacunes de ce qui a été fait jusqu’a présent, par les
comparatistes, pour déceler et étudier minutieusement les
courants étrangers qul parcourent notre littérature».
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«(...) Comprendre et traduire en termes clairs les

principales régles de ’analyse structurale (...)».
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«Les Arabes avaient, en fait, toutes chances d’étre
accueillis comme des libérateurs par les vieilles popula-

tions du monde sémitique (...)».
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A Martinet, Le frangais sans fard, Paris, P.U.F., coll. Le linguiste, 1969, (V)
p. 21.
A. Roman, Etude de la phonologic et de la morphologie de la Koiné arabe, (Y)

Université de la Sorbonne nouvelle, 1979, (thése dactylographiée),
p. 981.

ld., Ibid, p. 989. )
Id., Ibid, p. 32. %)
A. Martinet, Opus. cit., p. 10. (®)

G. Mounin, Les problémes théoriques de la traduction, Paris, Gallimard, 1963, ()
p. 3.
., Ibid., p. 4. )

M.-F. Guyard, La lLttérature comparée, Que sais-je?, n°® 499, Paris, ™)
P.U.F., 1978, 6éme éd. {lére éd. 1951), p. 83.

Moliére, Le Bourgeois gentilhomme, Classique Larousse, Paris Vle, acte )
II, scéne IV, p. 38.

A. Martinet, Opus. cit., p. 25, n° 1 : « Les grammairiens tuentla langue». (Y )
A. Roman, Opus. cit., p. 25. Y
Id., Ibid., p. 31. Y

M. Arkoun, La pensée arabe, Que sais-je? n°® 915, Paris, P.U.F., 1975, Y
p. 23.

M. Lombard, L’ Islam dans sa premiére grandeur (VIII¢ — XJ¢ siécle ), Paris, &)
Paris, Flammarion, 1971, p. 17.

A. Roman, Opus. cit., p., cit., par G. Guillaume u «La langue est-elle (10)
un systéme ?».

1d., Ibid., p. 15. A\
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p- 130.

A. Martinet, Economie des changements phonétiques, éd. A. Franke, S.A. (19)
Berne, 1970 (lére éd. 1955), p. 94.

Id., Eléments de linguistique générale, Paris, A. Colin, 3éme tir., 1967, p. 173 (Y *)

Cf. La notion de «langue commune» (ou Koine) m A. Roman, Opus. cit., p. (Y1)
13 ; cit. C. Brockelmann et H. Fleisch.
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«Sans nier tout ce que la notion de champ sémantique
apporte, d’autres auteurs ont souligné ses limitations
actuelles».
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questions, the teacher is advised to assign the students
three questions to write about (2—3 pages each).
However, the student is asked to answer one question
out of three. Questions A and B might serve as assign-
ments on the socio-political and psychological ap-
proaches. The question of the auto-biographical
approach might be fulfilled in the following assignment :

From your reading of Conrad’s biography you have
noticed a similarity between what Conrad saw and
what Marlow passed through. In the light of this
knowledge draw the line between fact and opinion.
Notice the suggestions of tone and style as to the misery
of the natives and the prosperity of the white employees.

Period 5

This session will be alloted to discuss one approach
in detail. The students who chose to write on the auto-
biographical approach to the novel will be asked to
report orally (they are given the option to read their
short papers). After listening to two papers, the other
students who wrote on the same topic will be asked to
supplement what they consider was missing in the read
papers. The other members of the class are then given
the opportunity to add whatever information they think
fit.

The teacher monitors the students’ answers by
adjusting the time alloted for each answer so that the
whole section does not exceed 30 minutes. Having
checked out the students’ understanding of the auto-
biographical approach and its application — the reports
and additional comments by other members of the
class — the teacher is advised to demonstrate an analysis
of the text in terms of the autobiographical approach.
This demonstration might be in a short lecture format
or an explication of the thesis by referring to specific
evidence from the text where the teacher refers the
students to these statements as he goes. The aim of
this demonstration is to show students:

1. How to utilize evidence to support their theses

2. Some possible findings of each approach

3. However, one major goal of the demonstration is to
organize the students’ impressions and ideas in a
coherent form.

Occasional reference to related criticism should be
incorporated to show students how to place this criticism
1n their research.

At the end of this period the teacher asks the students
to start compiling a list of the resemblances between
Conrad and Marlow, the motifs (river, trees, darkness,
sickness etc.) and the differences of fact and fiction.

oy

Period 6

This session will repeat the procedure in 5 where the
topic will be the socio-political approach. However,
this session offers a better opportunity to incorporate
critical evidence (external) into textual evidence
(internal). The students are given a better chance to
scrutinize external and internal evidence in the light
of their collected data and the answers they have
provided in period 3.

The students are asked to add to their list the motifs
which have a socio-political significance such as the
wealth of the whites and the poverty of the blacks, the
association of health, transigence, and tyranny of the
whites with the sickness, misery, and submission of the
natives.

Period 7

The procedure in 6 is repeated in relation to the
psychological approach. Information gathered in period
4 will be recalled in an organized form.

The students are asked to add to their list those
images, symbols, motifs etc., which have psychological
significance (Outer, Central, and Inner stations the
Congo river, the heart of darkness, Kurtz’s death,
Marlow’s development, etc.). The students are en-
couraged to write their comments in front of the
important motifs and support these comments by
direct quotation from the text and the different criticisms
surveyed.

Period 8

This session will be a review of the findings of the
previous sessions. Students are asked to use their lists
to wrap up their judgment of the novel. The teacher
should tie in the different approaches to study a single
work in order to give the students the overall pervasive
quality of the novel. This could be done by pointing
out that the different approaches illuminate different
aspects of the literary work. Having demonstrated a
scrutiny of each approach, the students’ comprehension
of the work will be enriched. The list which the student
has compiled will be of future benefit since the student
can refer to it whenever The Heart of Darkness is
mentioned. It might serve also as a model for collecting
data whether internal or external. The teacher is
advised to devise a master list for himself to facilitate
future endeavors. However, the teacher as weli as the
students are encouraged to update their lists in the
light of the new criticisms which might be published
about the text. This will secure continued interest by
the students to protect their investments.



A — How does the novel start?

B — Where does the action take place?

C — Who are the main characters in the novel ?

D — What is Marlow’s mission ?

E — How many stations are there in the novel ?

F — Where does Kurtz live ?

G — What does Kurtz do?

H— How does the novel end? (Kurtz’s death and
Marlow’s return).

These questions will give an idea about the literal

comprehension.

2. Explore the students’ understanding of the different
relations in the novel. The following questions are
to be answered orally. The teacher should try to
provide the feed back in two forms : first, by providing
related information which has to do with background
and direction of the novel. Second, by trying
to provide supplementary information from the
text which is related to the point (answer) the
student is exploring :

A — Do you think there is any relation between
what goes on in the novel and the names of
the European companies ‘“The Continental
Concern” and ““The Trading Society’ ?

B — Where is the heart of darkness in the novel?
Where does Marlow utter the phrase it was
the heart of darkness’” ?

C — Do you think there is any significance in
naming the three stations as Outer, Central,
and Inner? If so, elaborate.

At the end of this period, the teacher asks the students

to entertain questions of theme, attitude, moral judg-

ment, character development, etc....

Period 3

This session will be alloted to explore the following :

1. Explore the students’ sense of judgment through the
following questions :

A — Is the attitude of the white employees a moral
one? Refer to their treatment of the natives.

B — Does Conrad sympathize with the natives or
the employees ? Do you think that he is deliver-
ing a message to the European community ?

C — Can you draw a sketch of both the blacks and
the whites as portrayed in the novel? Since
the answer to this question will be rather long,
the teacher is advised to do either:

i— 5-10 minutes to write down their sketch,
then let one or two students summarise
what they have written in order to generate
discussion.

i1 — Break down the question to smaller units

which have to answer questions of the

type:

a) is the whites’ wealth proportionate
to their labor?

b) what are the descriptions attached to
the blacks? What are some of the
things they suffer from (hunger, sick-
ness, etc.)

c) etc...

2. Explore the students’ sense of further application
and evaluation.
A — Marlow has changed drastically after his trip.
What are the factors and experiences which
contributed to this change?

B — Is Conrad criticising or praising European
concerns in Africa? State reasons for your
answer.

C— Do you think that the exploiter/exploited
relationship can be applied to our societies?
If so, think about possible solutions.

Having asked these questions, the teacher is leading
the student through most of the stages he has passed
through in preparing the sessions. As it is evident, the
questions range from the literal to the interpretive and
the evaluative which allows students to participate in
the discussion. The role of the teacher is that of a
moderator, catalyst, and referee.

Period 4

In this session the teacher should allot some time
(@ V) to survey what the students have gathered from
the different criticisms they have read. The rest of the
time will be directed to explore their understanding of
the different critical approaches. The following
questions will be of help :

A— Is there any resemblance between Conrad’s
journey and Marlow’s ?

B— What are the social issues presented in the novel ?
Can you formulate a thesis in which you incorpo-
rate your knowledge of the social scene in Europe
and the incidents of the novel?

C— The Inner, Central, and Outer Stations are used
by Conrad in relation to the “heart of darkness.”
Marlow changes after his return from the Inne
Station. Can you think of a thesis to explain the
psychological development of Marlow ?

As the nature of the above questions tends to need
more than 25-30 minutes, the teacher is advised to
limit the discussion of each question to 7—9 minutes.
In order to supplement the student’s acquaintance
with the application of his information to answer the

oA



nothing is beyond his analytical capability.

The instruction plan will include the following steps
and activities distributed over the following periods
of 55 minutes each :

Period 1

In this session the teacher introduces the student to
the author, to the text, and to the genre. A general
presentation covering the time during which The
Heart of Darkness was written will provide the
student with an idea about the literary scene, the
social scene, and the political scene prevailing then.
Information will cover the period between 1895 and
1898 when the novel was written, when Conrad took
his Congo journey, the social scene in Europe and
Africa, and the expansionist philosophy of the European
West then. Such a survey will provide the student
with the frame the novel was put in and background
from which Conrad manouvered. The duration of
this lecture-type period should not exceed 45 minutes.
The remaining 10 minutes will be devoted to the
distribution of hand-outs covering the following infor-
mation and demanding the following activities :

l. A tentative list of explained stopper words (pages
included) which the student is required to staple to
the text as he reads the novel.

2. A chronological list of the events which happened
in Europe in the second half of the nineteenth
century and have some relation to the text. This list
will serve as a reference for the student to place
things in their proper order.

3. A tentative list of resources which the student is
asked to consult before the next class session. The

resources are intended to cover Conrad’s biography up
to 1898. Detailed biography is only required for
the Congo journey. Also, these resources should
cover some critical material on the novel. The
following books will be recommended :

Jean-Aubry, Gerard. The Sea-Dreamer : A Defini-
tive Biography of Joseph Conrad, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1957.

Karl, Fredrick R., A Reader’s Guide to Joseph
Conrad, N.Y.: Noonday Press, 1960.

Price, Arthur J., An Appreciation of Joseph
Conrad Folcroft, Pa.: IFolcroft Library Edi-
tions, 1973.

Said, Edward W., Joseph Conrad and the Fiction
of Autobiography, Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1966.

Mudrick, Martin ed., Conrad: A Collection of
Critical Essays, Englewood, N.J.: Prentice-
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Hall, Inc., 1966. pp. 45-55.
Hay, Eloise Knapp, The Political Novels of

Joseph Conrad, Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1963.

The student is asked to read the selections dealing
with The Heart of Darkness in order to cover the
primary concern of the assignment.

4. A tentative list of critical approaches with a short
explanation of each approach. The student is
advised to read about the characteristics of each
approach before reading the text or the criticism.
A good book is Modern Criticism : Theory and
Practice edited by Walter Sutton and Richard
Foster. The idea behind this requirement is to
acquaint the student with as many critical approaches
as possible and to introduce him to the mechanics
of criticism.

The student is asked to prepare questions about the
novel and entertain possible answers. As this
preparation might serve as an information gathering
activity, the teacher is advised to provide his students
with a list of directions including the following :

w

A — The beginning of the narrative: How does
the author start the novel ?

B — Look for the time and place of action. Entertain
the significance of each.

C — Write a list of the main characters. How are
they related to each other ?

D — List a number of motifs which you think are of
significance.

E — Does the author comment on the actions of

. Shis characters ?

similar directions in matters of plot, character
development, and theme are extremely helpful
to provide the student with a frame of work. In
order to provide the student with a reference tool
of evaluation, the teacher is asked to recommend
some books which offer some directions concerning
the analysis of fiction. A good book will be William
Kenney’s How to Analyze Fiction: A Critical
Guide to Appreciation of short Stories Novellas,
and Novels.

Period 2

In this session I expect the student to come to class
with some information about the novel. My goal will
be to organize, as much as possible, the pattern of this
information. The process to go about it is:

1. Explore what the students have gathered from their
different readings. 1 will ask them the following
questions where they are expected to answer orally :



ture. Half the students classified themselves as having
been moderately influenced, one-fourth as having
been little influenced, and one-fourth as having been
strongly influenced. Students revealed more influences
on attitudes than on values or behavior since literature
appreciation depends more on the attitude of the student
than on his behavior. The authoradmits that the content
of the literature which does influence adolescents is of
such variety that generalizations are difficult. The
study indicated that by far the most influential genre
was the novel.

English teachers of the higher grades resort to proce-
dures such as identifying the theme, studying the psy-
chological explanation of character behavior, empha-
sizing the social, political, archetypal aspects of the
literary work. Emphasis on the approaches noted
above is rarely done due to the time factor and the
requirements of the syllabus. The diversity of critical
approaches should not limit the ability of the educator
to carry out his message. In order to achieve good
results the teacher should be aware of a number of
issues ranging between knowledge of audience, deter-
mining the objectives of the course, and the methodology
to be applied.

However, before I start my discussion of the theoreti-
cal and applied aspects of teaching a novel, I would
like to point out that I did not find, among the literature
I surveyed, a single article about teaching a Conrad
novel.

The Question of Audience

The instructor should take into consideration the
the student’s ability to read and comprehend the text.
Since students within the same class differ in the degree
of their readability efficiency and in their interests, the
teacher should address himself to the majority of the
student body, if not to all of them.

The Question of Objectives

Herber accuses teachers of assumptive teaching in
the sense that they take for granted the student’s ability
to understand everything taught and his ability to
comprehend the message of their instruction. The
mountain-top goals are rarely reached without a genuine
interest on the part of the teacher to assess what his/her
students are capable of internalizing. Moreover, the
direction of instruction should be determined by the
objectives set. If teaching vocabulary is the goal, then

Harold Herber, Teaching Reading in Content Areas (Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1970).

other thematic concerns are given secondary attention
and so on.

The Question of Method

The most essential factor for the student is to read
the text. A reading of the text should be preceded by
a discussion of check-points provided by the teacher
These points will help the reader determine the main
ideas in the work he is handling as well as the vehicles
through which these ideas are carried. This requires
that the teacher keep in mind a certain taxonomy by
which to detect the student’s comprehension and
handling of the text. Questions concerning content
and structure will help sketch the text in the minds of
the students. The teacher might resort to the use of
media, when available, to nurture the reader’s sense
of the text. Audio-visual assistance proves to be very
helpful in setting the atmosphere of the work of art. It
also helps to explain the print in terms of the acted
event.

The above steps provide a short review of the process
of teaching in general. Teaching a novel is not different
in essence. But to move from the realm of the general
to that of the specific, I shall set my objectives and
methodology and apply them to Joseph Conrad’s
novel The Heart of Darkness.

My audience will be those students of English in the
junior year of college with a basic knowledge of the
language, psychological terminology, and the social
awareneess to realize the implications of the terminology
I use. My aim is to achieve the following goals :

1. Teach the student how to collect background data
about the work of art.

2. Introduce the student to the various possible
methods of interpreting a novel.

3. Encourage the reader to look for the possible inter-
pretations which might be of interest to him.

4. Release the student from the authority of the
opinionated teacher, by building the self-confidence
of the student.

5. Encourage the conviction that in literature there is
no critical absolute.

6. The most important objective is to show the student
how the different approaches may be utilized to
analyze a literary work.

These objectives serve my mountain-top goal by
encouraging the student to build confidence in his
ability to analyze and judge, to express his opinion
substantiated by evidence, and to develop a better
understanding of literature with the knowledge that
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How to Teach Reading a Novel
to a Junior College English Class:
The Case of Joseph Conrad’s

The Heart of Darkness

Dr. Boulous Sarouh

How to teach reading a novel? A question often
asked by educators and teachers of English. The
answers to this question are more than could be account-
ed for within the scope of this essay for the simple
reason that every teacher adheres to a method different
from that of the other. There are, however, several
studies in the field which might enlighten our search
for an adequate method to teach reading a novel.

Vivian Bowling Blevin’s dissertation Teaching a
Contemporary Author to Late Adolescents: The
Novels of Jack Mathews (1976) discusses teaching
students many critical approaches to the study of
literature ; the function of biography in examining an
author’s work. The following procedures were employed
in the teaching method :

1. Examination of a small sample of high school
juniors in order to identify the concerns of late
adolescents.

2. Interviews with Matthews, which provided back-
ground for an exploration of the function of biography
in examining the author’s work and for an investiga-
tion of the aesthetic theory.

3. The use of writing samples from a college-level
creative writing class. To aid in the analysis of the
the aesthetic theory.

4. Review of the responses of professional critics and
college students to Mathews’ novels.

Joan Nowak and Floyd L. Bergman offer suggestions
for activities and classroom practices. In “Talk and
the Teacher of English: Use of Oral Language in the
High School” (1972) Nowak says that group discussion

h}

offers students chances for self-discovery and for
improving argumentative and reasoning skills. Nowak
found out that creative drama and role playing can be
a form of practice in living, and provide an impetus
to the development of the imagination. Bergman in
The English Teacher’s Activities Handbook: An
Idea-Book for Middle and Secondary Schools
(1976) says that classroom practices are Introduction —
discover, listen, observe, read, and research ; Delibera-
tion — analyze, consolidate, experiment, interpret, and
organize ; and Evaluation — compare, contrast, identify,
judge, and structure. These are proven classroom
practices for the new or experienced English teacher.

One of the good suggestions for teaching literature is
given by Charles E. Scharff in “On Teaching the
Process of Literature: The Various Levels of Under-
standing” (1974). Teaching of literature is done
through the seven levels of understanding, levels which
lead the student gradually from the simple to the
complicated. Scharff found that the following seven
levels are very beneficial to the student of literature
because they offer him (student) a detailed procedure
for the understanding of a literary work :

1. Perceptual level: what happened, when, where,
and to whom.

2. Affective level: how did you (student) feel about
a character.

3. Inferential level : why did the character act that way.

4. Generalization level : what is the theme or the central
idea.

5. Symbolic level : what allegorical, symbolic meaning
is suggested.

6. Myth/Archetypal level : what event or cultural hero
does this work seem to parallel.

7. Psycho-Social level: what kinds of people respond
to this work.

Scharfl’s paper parallels a dissertation by Robert A.
Lucking A Study of the Effects of a Hierarchically-
Ordered Questioning Technique on Adolescents’
Responses to Short Stories (1975). Lucking’s
research showed that when presented with a hierarchi-
cally-ordered questioning technique, students of high
and low reading ability made a significantly broader,
more interpretive range of responses than when they
received no instruction of any kind.

Mary B. Culp’s A Study of the Influence of
Literature on the Attitudes, Values and Behavior
of Adolescents (1975) shows that the majority of
students (4/5) have been influenced to some extent in
their attitudes, values, and behavior by reading litera-



choosing the proper preposition
. Getting acquainted with collocations of verb-
preposition; noun-preposition and adjective-
preposition
Observing the use of prepositions by native speakers
Classifying prepositions into temporal, spacial and

abstract types

Illustrating the use of prepositions by means of :

a. actions ; e.g. She waved her hand toward
the door.

b. objects ; e.g. He put the ball on the desk.

c. pictures ; e.g. in explaining prepositions of
position, we may use a cube
and a big dot, thus:

o) O O e

above beside

N |®

below under

o | | o |
behind

before by, near

and in referring to prepositions of direction, we
can use a cube, a dot and an arrow, thus:

T l —>@ «—O

up down to from with

1. Establish the context of the prepositional slot;
it is in this case NP-Gerund in which only “of”
occurs.

2. Determine the kind of feature/features that goes/go

with this context; we then see that a feature of
possession fits.

3. Fill in the proper preposition and thus we get

this phrase :
the month of reaping.
Another example :
he closed his eyes and prayed ——— the
silences of his soul.

1. The contextis V-—— NP

2. Possible prepositions in this context are:
in — of — on — with — upon — down — towards —
into.

3. Verbal reference : condition

4. The preposition that refers to condition is
“in””; therefore we provide “in” for the

empty slot and hence get the seHtence :

.. he closed his eyes and prayed in the silences
of his soul.

Here I need to state that deciding upon items
1 — 4 comes as a result of consulting the graphical
lists I have established in my Ph D disertation.

Finally, I admit that my procedure is tentative and
needs further elaboration; though I believe that it-at
least-puts the learner on the right track when he has to
decide which preposition he has to use in a particular
context.

 ——

—HHH>

e Ll =741 %

out of over

without by

Ty BT —

under around through against

along unto

~
[ ]

upon

8. At the initial stages, it is advisable to teach only those
prepositions which are approximate equivalents to
those of the student’s native tongue.

At this stage I would like to suggest a tentative
procedure for determining a prospective proposition
for a particular slot in a specified context. Suppose
we come a cross such a phrase from which a preposi-
tion is missing :

the month reaping and we are
required to provide the proper preposition for it.
We then follow this procedure :
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The subjective decision based on semantic aspects
that one has to take in determining the features of a
preposition sometimes makes that decision difficult
and controversial.

It is now time to show the kind of relation (feature)
each of the prepositions occuring in the examples
indicate :

nos. 1, 3, 13

no. 2

nos. 4, 8, 9, 10, 11,12
14, 15,17, 18, 19, 20 g (spacial)
21, 22, 23, 25, 26

(temporal)
(purpose)

no. 5 (condition)
nos. 6, 27 and 28 (association)
no. 7 (source)
nos. 16,24 and 30 (abstract)

For further elucidation, we take up the comparative
features of Arabic and English. Here we see that there
are some aspects of similarity among them but they do
not synchronize. This statement could be illustrated
in the following lists of basic prepositional features in
both languages :

English
Preposition : Features
of specification, cause, possession, place,

subject-matter, part of a whole, means,
time, origin.

to direction, purpose, proportion, place,
recipient, attribution, accomplishment

on time, place, attribution, means

from source, position, manner, place, posi-

tion, recipient, purpose, accompani-

ment, means.
Arabic

Features Preposition

Specification, cause, kind, part of a whole, o
origin, source, attribution, time, place

attribution, direction, association, place, i
time, recipient

association, cause, place Jds
contrast, time, place, within 4

If we investigate the features of the above listed
English and Arabic prepositions we see that there are
similarities but no perfect synchronization. If we see
that more than half the number of features of a preposi-
tion in any of the two mentioned languages concur with

1

those of another preposition in the other language we
then consider them equivalent. Therefore. our investi-
gation leads us to draw up the following equivalence
list :

English preposition Arabic preposition

of, from o
to J
on e
in d

At this point, it s convenient to mention that discre-
pancies in the use of English and Arabic prepositions
can be represerited by the use of the preposition “on’” :

2. She arrived on the tenth of May. 3 3l (§ Cdeoy (Y

1. She arrived on Friday.

-)L.i&‘
LSl e Slou
o FSSUNE:

These diffences could be illustrated in the following
sketch :

3. He lectured on pollution

4. The farm is on sale

about for

on mn

Thus we see that ““on” has been transformed into
“¢”’, “in”’, “about” and “for’’, once it is being converted

into Arabic. This situation is very confusing to the
learner of Arabic.

III. Recommendations

In the light of what has been brought up in this
article, I would like to round up with the following
guidelines that may hopefully aid the learner in under-
standing the meaning, function and use of prepositions :

1. Since the purpose of language is communication,
it is necessary to study prepositions in context.

2. Classifying verbs into those of movement and
position (spacial) and searching for the prepositions
that have these features in order to associate them
with their respective verbs.

3. Determining the meaning to be conveyed and then



complements and some other words in the sentence.

6) prepositions together with their complements form
prepositional phrases having adverbial, adjectival
or substantival relations (e.g. nos. 1, 3, 19 (adv);
no. 18 (adj) ; no. 29 (subst)

Considering that enough examples can be found to
support the mentioned chief points, we can then state
the following workable definition of a preposition :

A preposition is a word that refers to a temporal,
spacial or abstract relation. It is undeclinable and
belongs to a class of function words. It is followed by
a noun, pronoun, substantive, wh-clause, V-ing verbal,
or ¢ when it occurs at the end of a sentence. Each
preposition has some features; establishes some relation
between its complement and some other word in the
sentence, and together with its complement form a
prepositional phrase that indicate adverbial, adjectival,
substantival or abstract relation.

In considering the meaning to be conveyed through
the use of a preposition, one has to be sure of what he
intends to state. He has to know what kind of relation
is to be involved.

Now, the possibility of occurrence of various preposi-
tions in the same slot of a certain context makes zeroing
down on one preposition difficult. It also makes
relying on context only for determining the kind of
preposition to be used insufficient. Therefore, specifying
a particular preposition for a particular slot requires
being aware of: the intended meaning, the context
and the prepositional features. These decisive elements
can be located on exhaustive graphs established by me
in a PhD dissertation in 1979. However, it is necessary
to point out that these graphs sometimes give priorities
to the possible prepositions that might be used in a
particular slot in a certain context. In addition, I
need to point out that consulting the graphs is useful
for written work and that the efficiency of these graphs
could be raised through more extensive sampling.

What adds to the difficulty of comprehension and
use of prepositions is their being functional words that
have very little inherent meaning. They establish
their semantic identity when they are in context so that
they together with their complements possess certain
rélational meaning inferred from the relation they
establish between the complement and some other word
that precedes the preposition in a particular context.
It has to be noted here that the acquired features
of a preposition are subjectively determined and
hence can embrace some extent of doubt. This view-
point leads us to conclude that some of the preceding

and following settings of the preposition establish to
an extent its identify and relational meaning. Hence
we encounter collocations of verbs and prepositions,
nouns and prepositions, adjectives and prepositions
that rarely part company. To illustrate, I would like
to cite the following examples: indulge in, stare
v P Vv
at exclude from; on Monday at noon,
P A% P P N P N
in Winter afraid of, nice to and so on
P N Adj P Adj P
Such collocations have definite meanings and rarely
part company. However, there are other groupings
that may separate. Those always acquire variable
meanings once the preposition is changed ;

e.g. provide with (equip)

v P

provide for (to take precautionary
A% P measures)

pick on (harass)
A% P

pick out (select)
vV P

pick up (collect)
A% P

at hand (near)

P N

by hand (means)

P N

angry with (person)
Adj P

angry about (a thing)

Adj P

In Such instances, one has to be aware of the different
shades of meaning that hold due to the change of the
proposition that associates with the verb, noun, adjective
and so on.

There is another difficulty that we should be aware
of; it involves the subjectivity with which the features
of a preposition are to be determined. To make this
point clear, let us look into the list of examples we cited
under no. II and see what kind of relation each of the
prepositions indicates. At this point, it is useful to
mention that spacial prepositions involve a subcategory
of prepositions that refer to position and movement
and that abstract ones imply features of condition and
purpose and that the features of some prepositions
vary with the relation they establish and thus time they
belong to temporal and again to spacial or abstract
aspects. The most frequent prepositions that bear this
variation are: at, on, in, from and to.



Meaning, Function
and Use of

Common Prepositions

Dr. Hani Kheireddine

Extensive work on the meaning, function and use
of prepositions has given enough evidence that the
latter cause a great deal of confusion to students. In
support of this viewpoint, numerous complaints stream
out of instructors of English who see in these small
particles (prepositions) a stumbling block for students.
Instances of structure in some languages (e.g. English
and Arabic) stress this difficulty and urge a solution
for it. I thought it is worthwhile contributing to the
efforts seeking some useful means that help in reducing
the pressure of this problem.

I. Major Aspects of Difficulty

A piercing eye into the nature of the problem reveals

the following aspects of difficulty :

1. Lack of accuracy in defining a preposition

2. Lack of enough awareness of the meaning to be
conveyed through the use of a preposition

3. The possibility of occurence of various prepositions
in the same slot in a certain context

4. The little meaning a preposition carries when out of
context

5. The influence the preceding and following environ-
ments of a preposition have on it

6. The difficulty in grasping the different shades of
meaning of prepositions occuring in the same context

7. Thedifficulty in specifying the features of prepositions

8. Incongruency of meaning, function and use of
prepositions belonging to two different languages

9. The difficulty in always remembering the colloca-
tions of prepositional phrases

II. Ways of tackling the major aspects of difficulty

It is primarily necessary to have a clear idea of what a

Y-

preposition is. This notion could be well illustrated
through examples that might run as follows :

I usually wake up at dawn.

They waited for me.

He is coming back on Monday.

She threw the ball to her sister.

I shall go in peace without any fuss.

She came along with me to the station.

He withdrew from the party.

They distributed the money among themselves.

The guard stood by the gate.

10. The policeman ran towards the demonstrator.

11. The princess walked through the crowds.

12. The actress stood before the audience.

13. The instructor kept working until four o’clock.

14. All the students came except one.

15. Fighting broke out between the two parties.

16. The poor struggle against poverty.

17. Our car is going to a garage.

18. We are driving away from the town.

19. The car stopped at the gate.

20. The book is on the table.

21. We are going to turn off the road.

22. This boy is driving into the lake.

23. The two states ended their hostilities by signing
a new treaty.

24. They were surprised at what he said.

25. Which filling station did you leave your car at?

26. What a riot we got into.

27. She is impossible to work with.

28. The girl with the white hat is my sister.

29. Itis fun te play tennis.

30. He was mad at his argument.

©®ND Lk

We need many more examples to exhaust all the
cases for establishing an adequate definition of a
preposition ; however, these examples put us well off
on the right track.

Now, if we look into the sentences including a good
number of simple prepositions, we primarily see that
the latter refer to: :

1) temporal ; spacial and abstract relations ;e.g.

nos. 1, 3, 13 (temporal)

nos. 4,6, 7,10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,

23, 25, 26, 27 (spacial)

nos. 5, 16, 24 (abstract)

the form of the preposition does not change wherever

it occurs (is undeclinable).

3) prepositions occur before nouns, pronouns, substan-
tials, wh-clauses, v-ing verbals (complements) and
at the end of sentences (post-complement).

4) prepositions occur after aNP, VP, AP, Adv, Pron,
Conj., Past P, Be (v), Inf, Ger, Pres P.

5) prepositions establish some relation between their

Mo
~
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