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TABLE 1

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF SELECTED FAMILIES
VARIABLES
N 458
INTERVIEW COMPLETED (n, %)
With mothers only 76 (16.7)
With both parents 382 (83.3)
HOUSEHOLDS WITH BOTH PARENTS
PRESENT (n, %) 412 (90.0)
RESIDENCE (n, %)
Beirut 54(11.8)
Mount-Lebanon 110 (24.0)
North-Lebanon 89 (19.4)
Bekaa 46 (10.0)
South-Lebanon 157 (34.8)
FAMILY SOURCES OF REVENUES  (n, %)*
Father’s salary 403 (88.0)
Mother’s salary 121 (26.4)
Retirement 23 (5.0)
Remittances from abroad 27 (5.9)
Interests from property/capital 31(6.8)

| Others 24 (5.2)

| TYPE OF HOUSING (n, %)
Rented 82(17.9)
Owned 361 (79.3)
Borrowed/Others 12 (2.8)
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS
(Mean crowding, SD, range) 1.4 (0.7) [0.4-6]
NUMBER OF PREGNANCIES**
Mean (SD), median [range] 46(1.9),4[1-12]
CURRENT NUMBER OF OFFSPRINGS
Mean males (SD), median [range] 2.0(1.0), 2, [0-7]
Mean females (SD), median [range] 2.4 (1.3), 2, [0-8]
Mean total (SD), median [range] 4.4 (1.6), 4, [0-8]
* Not mutually exclusive answers

* Among responding mothers
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TABLE 2

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS BY PARENT TYPE (N= 840)
VARIABLES* MOTHERS FATHERS p-value**
N (%) 458 382
AGE (mean in years, SD, range) 42.9(5.9) 48.8 (6.4) <0.01

[27-60] [34-70]

EDUCATION (n, %) 0.35
Less than primary 73 (15.9) 65 (17.0)
Primary 109 (23.8) 91 (23.9)

Complementary 72 (15.7) 68(178) -———
Secondary 121 (26.4) 83(21.7)
More than secondary 83(18.2) 75 (19.6)
RESIDENCE (n, %)
Beirut 54 (11.8) 38 (9.9) 0.40
Mount-Lebanon 110 (24.0) 87 (22.8) 0.68
North-Lebanon 89(19.4) 70(18.3) 0.69
Bekaa 46 (10.0) 44 (11.5) 0.49
South-Lebanon 157 (34.8) 141 (37.5) 0.42
EMPLOYMENT (n, %) <0.01
Full-time outside employment 89 (19.4) 296 (77.5)
Part-time outside employment 42(9.2) S =
No outside employment 322 (71.4) 23 (8.6)
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 1.4 (0.7) 1.6 (0.7) 0.49
(Mean crowding, SD, range) [04-6.0] [1.0-2.7]

# There were no comparisons for some variables when respondents among fathers were less than 10
e Tests used: t-test for continuous variables, Chi-square for dichotomous ones,

and Z-test for polytomous ones



TABLE 3
CHARACTERISTICS OF SCHOOLS COVERED IN THE SURVEY
(N = 39 schools)

VARIABLES n (%)
SCHOOL TYPE

Private 13 (33.3)
Public 26 (66.7)
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Boys only 7(17.9)
Girls only 9(23.1)
Co-educational 23 (59.0)
EDUCATIONAL LEVELS

Complementary only 3(7.7)
Secondary only 12 (30.8)
Both levels 24 (61.5)
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TABLE 4
ATTITUDES REGARDING THE GENDER ROLE OF WOMEN

RESPONSE (mean, SD)* MOTHERS FATHERS p-value
Swearing and obscenity are more repulsive in the speech of a woman than a man
1.0(1.3) 0.8(1.2) 0.33
Under modern economic conditions with women being active outside the home,
men should share in household tasks such as washing dishes and doing laundry
24(1.2) 2.1{12) <0.01
Itis insulting to women to have the “obey” clause remain in the marriage service.
1.3(1.0) 1.1 (0.9) <0.01
Waomen should be free as a man to propose marriage
1.0 (1.1) 0.9(1.0) 0.51
Women should worry less about their rights and more about becoming good
wives and mothers 1.8(1.3) 1.5(1.2) <0.01
Women should assume their rightful place in business and all the professions
~along with men 2.6 (1.1) 2.2(1.1) <0.01
Wamen should not expect to go to exactly the same places or to have quite the
same freedom of action as a man 1.8(1.1) 1.7 (1.1) 0.28
It is ridiculous for a woman to drive a bus
2.6(1.1) 24(1.2) 0.02
The intellectual leadership of a community should be largely in the hands of men
2.8 (1.0) 2.4(1.1) <0.01
Women should be given equal opportunity with men for apprenticeship in the
various trades 2.6(1.1) 24(1.1) <0.01
| Women earning as much as their dates should bear equally the expense when they
go out together 2.3(1.1) 2.1(1.2) <0.01
Daughters in a family should be given equal encouragement to go to college than
Sons 3.3(0.9) 3.2(0.9) 0.04
In general, the father should have greater authority than the mother in the
bringing up of the children 2.2(1.2) 1.8(1.2) <0.01
Economic and social freedom is worth far more to women than acceptance of the
! ideal of femininity which has been set up by men
1.1 (0.9) 1.6 (1.1) <0.01
There are many jobs in which men should be given preference over women in
~being hired or promoted 1.3(0.9) 1.1 (0.9) 0.03
| Mean sum (SD)** 30.3 (6.9) 2Z3%47) <0.01

* Higher values represent a more supportive attitude for women's role in public life

** Possible range for the sum from 0 to 60
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TABLE 5
ATTITUDES REGARDING GENDER ROLE OF WOMEN BY SOCIO-
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES (N=840)*

VARIABLE Mean (SD) Correlational p-value
coefficient

AGE -0.16 <0.01

EDUCATION <0.01

Less than primary 26.8 (5.9)

Primary 26.7 (6.2)

Complementary 29.0 (6.5)

Secondary 29.0(7.0)

More than secondary 33.6(7.6)

RESIDENCE <0.01

Beirut 32.1(9.2)

Mount-Lebanon 29.1(7.8)

North-Lebanon 28.7 (6.6)

Bekaa 29.1(8.1)

South-Lebanon 28.0 (5.5)

EMPLOYEMENT 0.29

Employed 29.2 (7.8)

Not employed 28.7 (6.2)

SOURCE OF REVENUES

Father’s salary 30.1 (6.8) 0.06

Mother’s salary 34.5(7.4) <0.01

Retirement 29.8(5.0) 0.73

Remittances from abroad 30.5 (5.9) 0.90

Interests 32.3 (8.4) 0.10

TYPE OF HOUSING 0.80

Rented 304 (6.7)

Owned 30.2 (7.0)

Borrowed/Others 29.2 (10.3)

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 0.27 <0.01

FAMILY STRUCTURE 0.01

Both parents present 30.0 (6.7)

Only one parent present 32.6 (8.1)

PREGNANCIES ** -0.25 <0.01

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  ** -0.20 <0.01

* Possible range from 0 (least supportive of women'’s role in public life) to
60 (most supportive). There were no differences by gender (cf. table 5 above)

** Only for women
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TABLE 6
OPINIONS REGARDING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH EDUCATION FOR BOYS

VARIABLES MOTHERS FATHERS p-value
n (%) 458 382
PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF RHE <0.01
Very important 351 (78.0) 248 (65.8)

Important 98 (21.8) 121 (32.1)
Notimportant 1(0.2) 8 (2.1)

PROPER AGE TO START RHE 0.26
Before puberty 168 (37.5) 112 (29.7)

After puberty 274 (61.2) 255 (67.6)

Only when preparing for marriage 6(1.3) ] 10 (2.7)
APPROPRIATE EDUCATIONAL LEVEL TO 0.98
START RHE

Primary 39(8.7) 24 (6.4)
Complementary 321(70.7) 266 (70.7)

Secondary 85 (19.0) 78 (20.7)

No RHE at school 2(0.4) 8(2.1)
APPROPRIATE PERSONS FOR RHE*

Mothers 228 (50.1) 183 (47.9) 048
Fathers 375(82.4) 311 (81.4) 0.90
Older sisters 4(0.9) 12 (3.1) 0.15
Older brothers 82(18.0) 54 (14.1) 0.16
Teachers 308 (67.5) 234 (61.3) 0.15
Clergymen 60 (13.2) 63 (16.5) 0.14
Other relatives 35(7.7) 26 (6.8) 047
Children’s friends 21 (4.6) 15 (3.9) 0.67
Others 8(1.6) 7 (1.8) 0.44
POTENTIAL SOURCES OF OPPOSITION

TO HRE IN SCHOOLS*

Fathers 66 (14.5) 55(14.4) 0.48
Mothers 38 (8.4) 13 (3.4) <0.01
Political figures 43 (9.5) 50(13.1) 0.08
Clergymen 151 (33.1) 132 (34.6) 0.57
Teachers 112 (24.6) 84 (22.0) 0.46
No perceived sources of opposition 183 (40.2) 148 (38.7) 0.66
Others 6 (5.7) 21(5.5) 0.51
IMPORTANCE OF A MALE TEACHER FOR

RHE 0.04
Important 278 (61.8) 265 (70.2)

Indifferent 112 (24.9) 79 (21.0)

According to the subject 60(13.3) 33(8.8)

* Not mutually exclusive answers
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TABLE 7
PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF RHE FOR BOYS BY SOCIO-
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES (N=840)

Very important Important
VARIABLES Mean n (%) Mean n (%) p-
(SD) (SD) value
AGE 45.5 (6.9) 449 (6.7) 0.40
EDUCATION <0.01
Less than primary 86 (14.4) 0(22.8)
Primary 139 (23.2) 4 (24.7)
Complementary 108 (18.0) 31(14.2)
Secondary 134 (22.4) 1(27.9)
More than secondary 132 (22.0) 3(10.5)
RESIDENCE 0.74
Beirut 69(11.6) 21 (9.6)
Mount-Lebanon 141 (23.7) 51(23.3)
North-Lebanon 108 (18.2) 48 (21.9)
Bekaa 67 (11.3) 22(10.0)
South-Lebanon 210 (35.3) 77 (35.2)
EMPLOYEMENT 0.38
Employed 335(55.9) 130 (59.4)
Not employed 264 (44.1) 89 (40.6)
SOURCE OF REVENUES
Father's salary 311 (88.6) 88 (88.9) 0.94
Mother's salary 1 02 (29.1) 19 (19.0) 0.04
Retirement 7 (4.9) 6 (6.0) 0.65
Remittances from abroad 22 (6.3) 5(5.0) 0.63
Interests 22 (6.3) 9 (9.0) 0.34
' TYPE OF HOUSING 0.86
Rented 62 (17.6) 19(19.2)
Owned 280 (79.5) 78 (78.8)
Borrowed/Others 10 (2.8) 2(2.0)
CROWDING Persons/room 1.4 (0.6) 1.5 (0.8) 0.05
FAMILY STRUCTURE 0.95
Both parents present 317 (89.8) 90 (90.0)
Only one parent present 36 (10.2) 10 (10.0)
PREGNANCIES ** 4.5(1.9) 4.8 (2.1) 0.22
NUMBER OF CHILDREN ** 4.2 (1.6) 4.6 (1.6) <0.01

*x Only for women




— 3 ! uu)l.qugdgLLnI;'&I £9illg aulai¥l asall Llag alys dg;:\}mM_

A J g
( TR 2 Ll Y O el Uy (Olnnall ALY o)) s i il

TABLE 8
PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF A MALE TEACHER PROVIDING RHE
TOBOYS BY SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES (N=840)

Important Not Important
VARIABLES Mean n (%) Mean n (%) p-value
(SD) (SD)

AGE 46.1 (6.9) 44.6 (6.5) <0.01
EDUCATION <0.01
Less than primary 103 (19.0) 33(11.6)
Primary 140 (25.8) 57 (20.1)
Complementary 99(18.2) 41 (14.4)
Secondary 124 (22.8) 75 (26.4)
Maore than secondary 77 (14.2) 78 (27.5)
RESIDENCE <0.01
Beirut 53(9.8) 39(13.9)
Mount-Lebanon 118 (21.7) 77 (27.5)
Narth-Lebanon 104 (19.2) 54(19.3)
Bekaa 55 (10.1) 35(12.5)
South-Lebanon 213 (39.2) 75 (26.8)
EMPLOYEMENT 0.01
Employed 294 (54.1) 179 (63.0)
Not employed 249 (45.9) 105 (37.0)
SOURCE OF REVENUES
Father's salary 252 (90.0) 149 (86.6) 0.27
Mather's salary 48 (17.1) 73(42.4) <0.01
Retirement 13 (4.6) 10 (5.8) 0.57
Remittances from abroad 12 (4.3) 15 (8.8) 0.05
Interests 16 (5.7) 15 (8.7) 0.22
TYPE OF HOUSING 0.20
Rented 43 (15.4) 36 (20.9)
Owned 231(82.5) 130 (75.6)
Borrowed/Others 6(2.1) 6(3.5)
CROWDING Persons/room 1.5 (0.7) 1.3 (0.6) <0.01
FAMILY STRUCTURE 0.25
Both parents present 257 (91.1) 151 (87.8)
Only one parent present 25(8.9) 21(12.2)
PREGNANCIES ** 4.8 (1.9) 43(1.9) <0.01
NUMBER OF CHILDREN **

' 4.4(1.6) 4.0(1.5) <0.01

*4 Only for women
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TABLE 9

OPINIONS REGARDING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH EDUCATION FOR GIRLS
VARIABLES MOTHERS FATHERS p-value
n (%) 458 382
PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF RHE <0.01
Very important 358 (78.9) 253 (66.4)
Important 93 (20.5) 118(31.0)
Not important 3(0.7) 10(2.6)
PROPER AGE TO START RHE 0.01
Before puberty 182 (40.1) 119(31.2)
After puberty 262 (57.7) 248 (65.1)
Only when preparing for marriage 10(2.2) 14 (3.7)
APPROPRIATE EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 0.09
TO START RHE
Primary 48 (10.6) 29 (7.6)
Complementary 334 (73.7) 268 (70.3)
Secondary 69 (15.2) 74 (19.4)
No RHE at school 2(0.4) 10(2.7)
APPROPRIATE PERSONS FOR RHE*
Mothers 431 (94.5) 362 (94.8) 0.98
Fathers 90(19.8) 72(18.8) 0.85
Older sisters 67 (14.7) 49 (12.8) 0.44
Older brothers 43 (9.4) 21 (5.5) 0.05
Teachers 315 (69.1) 235 (61.5) 0.09
Clergymen 46 (10.1) 35(9.2) 0.69
Other relatives 40 (8.8) 25 (6.5) 0.21
Children’s friends 14 (3.1) 4(1.0) 0.05
Others 12 (2.6) 8(2.1) 0.48
POTENTIAL SOURCES OF
OPPOSITION TO HRE IN SCHOOLS*
Fathers 77 (16.9) 59 (15.4) 0.27
Mothers 43 (9.5) 17 (4.5) 0.01
Political figures 43 (9.5) 49(12.8) 0.10
Clergymen 162 (35.5) 143 (37.4) 0.60
Teachers 112 (24.6) 83 (21.7) 0.50
No perceived sources of opposition 173 (38.0) 143 (37.4) 0.99
Others 2(7.0) 21(5.5) 0.54
IMPORTANCE OF A FEMALE TEACHER
FOR RHE 0.02
Important 293 (64.5) 279 (73.3)
Indifferent 99 (21.8) 66(17.3)
According to the subject 62(13.7) 36 (9.4)

*

Not mutually exclusive answers
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TABLE 10
PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF RHE FOR GIRLS BY SOCIO-
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES (N=840)

Very Important Important

VARIABLES Mean n (%) Mean n (%) p-value

(SD) (SD)
AGE 45.4 (6.9) 46.0 (6.6) 0.33
EDUCATION <0.01
Less than primary 88 (14.4) 48 (22.7)
Primary 143 (23.4) 49 (23.2)
Complementary 109 (17.8) 30(14.2)
Secondary 138 (22.6) 60 (28.4)
More than secondary 133 (21.8) 24(11.4)
RESIDENCE 0.87
Beirut 70(11.5) 20 (9.5)
Mount-Lebanon 142 (23.4) 50 (23.7)
North-Lebanon 112(18.5) 44 (20.9)
Bekaa 67 (11.0) 21 (10.0)
South-Lebanon 216 (35.6) 76 (36.0)
EMPLOYEMENT 0.15
Employed 339 (55.5) 129 (61.1)
Not employed 272 (44.5) 82 (38.9)
SOURCE OF REVENUES
Father’s salary 318(88.8) 83 (88.3) 0.88
Mother’s salary 102 (28.5) 20 (21.1) 0.15
Retirement 17 (4.8) 6(6.3) 0.54
Remittances from abroad 22(6.2) 5(5.3) 0.74
Interests 23(6.4) 8 (8.4) 0.49
TYPE OF HOUSING 0.47
Rented 61(17.0) 21(22.3)
Owned 288 (80.2) 71 (75.5)
Borrowed/Others 10 (2.8) 2(2.1)
SOCIO-ECONOMIC
STATUS 1.4 (0.6) 1.5 (0.8) 0.09
FAMILY STRUCTURE 0.88
Both parents present 324 (90.0) 85 (89.5)
Only one parent present 36(10.0) 10 (10.5)
PREGNANCIES ** 4.5 (1.8) 49 (2.1) 0.07
NUMBER OF
CHILDREN ** 4.2 (1.6) 4.6 (1.6) <0.01

** Only for women
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TABLE 11
PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF A FEMALE TEACHER PROVIDING RHE
TO GIRLS BY SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES (N=840)

Important Not Important

VARIABLES Mean n (%) Mean n (%) p-value

(SD) (SD)
AGE 46.0 (6.9) 447 (6.6) 0.01
EDUCATION <0.01
Less than primary 108 (18.9) 29 (11.0)
Primary 148 (25.9) 49 (18.6)
Complementary 103 (18.0) 37 (14.7)
Secondary 137 (24.0) 67 (25.5)
More than secondary 76 (13.3) 81 (30.8)
RESIDENCE <0.01
Beirut 4(9.4) 38 (14.7)
Mount-Lebanon 121 (21.2) 74 (28.6)
North-Lebanon 104 (18.2) 54 (20.8)
Bekaa 64 (11.2) 26(10.0)
South-Lebanon 229 (40.0) 67 (25.9)
EMPLOYEMENT 0.02
Employed 312 (54.5) 166 (63.1)
Not employed 260 (45.5) 97 (36.9)
SOURCE OF REVENUES
Father's salary 265 (89.8) 140 (87.0) 0.35
Mother’s salary 53(18.0) 69 (42.9) <0.01
Retirement 15 (5.1) 8 (5.0) 0.97
Remittances from abroad 14 (4.7) 13(8.1) 0.14
Interests 17 (5.8) 14 (8.7) 0.23
TYPE OF HOUSING 0.22
Rented 46 (15.6) 35(21.7)
Owned 242 (82.0) 121 (75.2)
Borrowed/Others 7 (2.4) 5(3.1)
SOCIO-ECONOMIC
STATUS 1.5(0.7) 1.3(0.6) <0.01
FAMILY STRUCTURE 0.21
Both parents present 271(91.2) 141 (87.6)
Only one parent present 26 (8.8) 20(12.4)
PREGNANCIES ** 4.8(1.9) 43(1.8) <0.01
NUMBER OF
CHILDREN ** 4.4 (1.6) 4.0 (1.6) <0.01

** Only for women
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TABLE 12
GENERAL OPINIONS REGARDING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH EDUCATION

VARIABLES MOTHERS FATHERS p-value
n (%)

RHE INCLUSION IN SCHOOL CURRICULUM 0.40
Agree 337(74.2)  268(71.1)

Agree with prior consultation with parents 105 (23.2) 88 (23.3)

Disagree 12 (2.6) 21(5.6)

SHOULD HRE BE PROVIDED AS PART OF

THE CURRICULAR SCHEDULE? 0.31
Yes, curricular activity 178 (39.2) 161 (42.4)
Unsure/no opinion 42 (9.2) 49 (12.8)

Preferred as extra-curricular activity 113 (24.9) 85 (22.4)

Provided both during and outside curriculum 121 (26.7) 85 (22.4)
READINESS TO PARTICIPATE IN SCHOOL <0.01
MEETINGS/SESSIONS CONCERNING HRE 426 (93.8) 320 (83.8)
READINESS TO ALLOW CHILDREN TO 0.81
PARTICIPATE IN YOUTH CENTERS FOR HRE 299 (65.9) 253 (66.2)

* Not mutually exclusive answers
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TABLE 13
PERCEIVED KNOWLEDGE AND INTEREST OF PARENTS IN SELECTED ISSUES OF

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH (N=840)

PERCEIVED KNOWLEDGE (mean, SD)* DESIRE TO KNOW MORE (n,%)**
Mothers Fathers p-value Mothers Fathers p-value

Physical and emotional changes in both sexes associated with puberty

2.6 (0.6) 2.6 (0.6) 0.51 277 .1} 163 (43.7) <0.01
Pre-marital laboratory test

2.3(0.8) 2.4(0.8) 0.12 281 (62.2) 150 (40.2) <0.01
Contraceptive methods and family planning

2.6(0.6) 24(0.7) <0.01 253 (56.1) 146 (39.4) <0.01
Sexually Transmitted Diseases

2.3(0.8) 2.4 (0.7) 0.15 293 (64.8) 184 (49.5) <0.01

Total mean (range 4-12) (SD) Total desire (range 0-4) (SD)*
9.7 (2.3) 9.7 (2.4) 0.83 24(1.7) 1.7 (1.8) <0.01

Possible range from 0 to 3. Higher scores indicate higher perceived knowledge or desire to learn
more about a specific issue

** Percentage of those desiring to learn (score 1) versus not (score 0)
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TABLE 14
PARENTS’ COMMUNICATION WITH BOYS REGARDING SELECTED REPRODUCTIVE ISSUES*

FREQUENCY (% often)** PERCEIVED COMFORT (% yes)***
Mothers Fathers p-value Mothers Fathers p-value
Physical and emotional changes in both sexes associated with puberty
108 (26.8) 82 (24.3) 0.42 195 (42.6) 175 (45.8) 0.35
Pre-marital laboratory test
51(12.7) 33(9.8) 0.37 118 (25.8) 98 (25.7) 0.97
Contraceptive methods and family planning
33(8.2) 21(6.2) 0.45 94 (20.5) 82 (21.5) 0.74
Sexually Transmitted Diseases
80 (19.9) 55(16.3) 0.24 159 (34.7) 143 (37.4) 0.41
* Among parents who have boys
** Percentage who responded “often” as opposed to “never” or “sometimes”

wrx Percentage who responded "yes” as opposed to “no”
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TABLE 15
PARENTS’ COMMUNICATION WITH GIRLS REGARDING SELECTED REPRODUCTIVE ISSUES*

FREQUENCY (% often) PERCEIVED COMFORT (% yes)
Mothers Fathers p-value Mothers Fathers p-value
n N
Physical and emotional changes in bo th sexes associated with puberty
231 (54.9) 37(10.4) <0.01 330(72.1) 73 (19.1) <0.01
Pre-marital laboratory test
105 (24.7) 19 (5.3) <0.01 180 (39.3) 58(15.2) <0.01
Contraceptive methods and family planning
75(17.7) 11 (3.1) <0.01 157 (34.3) 38 (9.9) <0.01
Sexually Transmitted Diseases
100 (23.6) 24 (6.8) <0.01 214 (46.7) 61 (16.0) <0.01
* Among parents who have girls
** Percentage who responded “often” as opposed to “never” or “sometimes”

o Percentage who responded “yes” as opposed to “no”
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